
CORE VALUES:  PART 1 

Serving Your Vision  
For Your Patient’s Health 

We realize the confidence your place in your 
specialist when you refer your patients. We firmly 
believe that as an endodontic specialist we are an 
extension of you, and your vision for your patients’ 
health. We have the ability to customize our service to 
fit your needs – whether that means we leave a post 
space or treat a non-treatable tooth extract and bone 
graft; we want to fulfill your vision. Our commitment is 
to carry out services in the same professional manner 
that you would.  We recognize that you have cultivated 
relationships of trust, gentleness and warmth with your 
patients. Serving you and your vision means also 
honoring these same values when we treat your 
patients.   

Seeing Your Patients That Same Day 

We fully understand that in some patients need to be 
seen right away.  Emergency situations can be difficult 
and as a general dentist these moments can be daunting 
due to time constraints.  Therefore, we strive to see 
your emergencies that same day.  We believe it is 
important to manage emergency patients quickly, 
because pain was not on their schedule, but time to 
care for them is on ours.   At Michaelian Endodontics 
we empathize with each emergency situation.  We are 
committed to minimizing the stress and relieving the 
discomfort that comes with these emergencies.  With 
two convenient locations; San Mateo and Daly City, 
seeing your emergencies that day is just that more 
convenient. 

The Compassion to Serve 

At some point in our careers  
we may have done some  
volunteering, utilizing our  
dental services; but doing it  
full time is a whole different  
ball game.  In this issue we  
would like to highlight a  
member of our dental society  
who deserves our recognition. 

Dr. Torrey Rothstein graduated from UOP in ‘05 and 
joined Sonrisas Community Dental Center in ‘06. He 
had an overwhelming feeling of purpose to utilize his 
skills in a community with such great need. In ‘08 Dr. 
Rothstein became full-time dental director at Sonrisas. 

Imagine a community that has put their unwavering 
trust in a dental clinic that has provided care to more 
than 5000 patients. Sonrisas, which is located in Half 
Moon Bay, serves only low-income patients who have 
no private dental insurance. It opened its doors in 
2001. Dr. Rothstein has the privilege to witness the 
marvelous and tremendous gratitude of his patients 
every day; different then what he experienced working 
at a for profit practice. “Over the years I have seen the 
dynamic of the coast side residents and have grown to 
love this family,” said Dr. Rothstein. 

Especially in difficult economic times, Sonrisas is 
something that the dental community needs and 
therefore supports. “Support comes in all ways; I am 
tremendously grateful for the volunteer help, as well as 
the financial contributions and donations from the 
dental community”, remarked Dr. Rothstein. The long-
term future is unclear for Sonrisas and if their doors do 
close, it would be impractical to believe that this 
community of patients would receive the same quality 
of care and that is something we all should be 
concerned with. 

Torrey’s passion, dedication and genuine generosity 
over the years are clearly evident and for those reasons 
we would like to acknowledge Dr. Torrey Rothstein as 
our own Home Town Hero. Thank you Torrey!  If you 
would like to learn more about Sonrisas, please contact 
Dr. Torrey at (650) 726-2144. 
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     athy joined our team 5 years ago. With     
       25 years of experience she brings a wealth of 
knowledge in all aspects of dentistry to our team. 

Her gentle and caring demeanor will help your 
patients have a pleasant experience before, 
during, and after treatment. 

In addition to working in our office, she and her 
husband Jim are busy raising their 4 boys; Jimmy 
age 18, Ryan – 14, Kyle – 10,  
and Tyler – 4.  In Cathy’s spare time  
she enjoys watching her boys play  
sports and volunteering at St.  
Roberts Elementary School. 

 

Meet the Back Office  
              ila’s dental career started over 35 years ago, 

in her home country, the Philippines; where she 
graduated as a dentist.  She has been an integral part 
of Michaelian Endodontics for the past 19 years.   

Her knowledge of dentistry with an emphasis in 
endodontics makes her a real asset for our patients.  
Mila’s ability to communicate in English and her 
native tongue, Tagalog is both reassuring and 
comforting patients. 

She resides in Berkeley with her husband, 
Steve.  Her daughter Abby recently gave 
birth to baby Quinton, giving Mila her  
first grandchild.  As you can imagine, Mila  
has been all smiles ever since.  
 

Gratitude – Many Years Ago two boys were 
working their way through Stanford University. 
Their funds got desperately low, and the idea came 
to them to engage Ignacy Paderewski for a piano  
recital. They would use the funds to  
help pay their board and tuition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After the concert the two boys told the great artist 
the bad news.  They gave him the entire $1600, 
along with a promissory note for $400, explaining 
that they would earn the amount at the earliest 
possible moment and send the money to him.  It 
looked like the end of their college careers. 

"No, boys," replied Paderewski, "that won't do."  
Then, tearing the note in two, he returned the 

money to them as well.  "Now," he told them, "take 
out of this $1600 all of your expenses, and keep for 
each of you 10 percent of the balance for your work.  
Let me have the rest." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the starving people were fed, Paderewski 
journeyed to Paris to thank Hoover for the relief sent 
him.  "That's all right, Mr. Paderewski,” was 
Hoover's reply.  "Besides, you don't remember it, 
but you helped me once when I was a student at 
college, and I was in trouble." 

We are the total sum of our actions and over  
time they will add up! 

The great pianist's manager 
asked for a guarantee of $2000.  
The guarantee was a lot of 
money in those days, but the 
boys agreed and proceeded to 
promote the concert.  They 
worked hard, only to find that 
they had grossed only $1600. 

 

The years rolled by -- World War I 
came and went.  Paderewski, now 
Prime Minister of Poland, was 
striving to feed thousands of starving 
people in his native land.  The only 
person in the world who could help 
was Herbert Hoover, who was in 
charge of the U.S. Food and Relief 
Bureau.  Hoover responded and 
soon thousands of tons of food were 
sent to Poland. 

 


